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bargaining, they had first put through the commit-
tees, and then through both Houses of Congress,
were cut down by executive veto, turning to their
injury what they had counted upon to help them
in their districts.

During the campaign, Democratic candidates
had everywhere contended that they were just as
good friends of the old soldiers as the Republicans.
Now they felt that to make good this position they
must do something to offset the effect of President
Cleveland's vetoes. In his messages he had fa-
vored " the most generous treatment to the disabled,
aged and needy among our veterans"; but he had
argued that it should be done by general laws, and
not by special acts for the benefit of particular
claimants. The Pension Committee of the House
responded by reporting a bill "for the relief of de-
pendent parents and honorably discharged soldiers
and sailors who are now disabled and dependent up-
on their own labor for support." It passed the
House by a vote of 180 to 76, with 63 not voting,
and it passed the Senate without a division. On
the llth of February, President Cleveland sent in
his veto, accompanied by a message pointing out
in the language of the act defects and ambigu-
ities which he believed would "but put a further